Death of merely to your door but to your fireside, and consequently
Drink- gives me special pleasure, 1 am afraid that up here the hand of
water the soulless vandal is more evident than that of the craftsman.
This Christmas unfortunately has had much of its spirit
• knocked out of it by worldly affairs, and 1 have had to
regret that the world is too much with me. Still, much of
this will pass and the influence of a few good friends is
wonderfully sweetening.
I should be very glad indeed to repeat that Sunday evening with your folks and Max's, and I hope it will happen when I return to London in about a fortnight's time,
With my best New Year's wishes to your wife and your- * self believe me to be yours always sincerely,
J. RAMSAY MACDQNALD,
Ramsay found solace, too, in early morning walks on Hampstead Heath, where he was often joined by his friends, among others by John Drinkwatcr, who lived at Higligate in a large house, with a garden of five acres, at the far end of the Heath. But the'Upkeep of house and garden proved a burden and he later moved to less expensive, though scarcely less ample, premises. Since Lincoln no play of his had a like success, and the many books he wrote scarcely brought enough to provide for his generous ways of living. Moreover, as a representative figure in the literary world, he accepted many invitations to speak at various anniversaries both at home and abroad, even flying to Persia and back, and thus overtaxed his strengh. The last time I saw him he stayed the night at Worcester College, where I was then painting, coming to Oxford for the annual supper of the O.U.D.S, from which he returned at four o'clock in the morning, going on early next day to speak at Cambridge, A few months later after following an exciting boat race in a launch on the river, he stayed late at a festive bump-supper, and was found dead in bed the next morning, His finances were found to be in a deplorable state. Ramsay MacDonald who had now resigned from the Lord Presidentship, interested himself in his affairs, and a civil list pension was 268

